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Fig. 1.	 Coverage of the third dose of polio vaccine in the WHO European Region, 2012 and 2015

Source: WHO/UNICEF estimates on national immunization coverage (WUENIC). Data as of 15 July 2017.

Map production: Vaccine-preventable Diseases and Immunization (VPI), Division of Health Emergencies and Communicable Diseases 
(DEC), World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe.

Disclaimer: The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of the World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, 
or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted and dashed lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which 
there may not yet be full agreement. © WHO 2017. All rights reserved.

ECOSOC indicators 

3.8.1. Coverage of essential health services (defined as the average coverage of essential services based 
on tracer interventions that include reproductive, maternal, newborn and child health; infectious 
diseases; noncommunicable diseases; and service capacity and access among the general and the most 
disadvantaged population).

3.b.1. Portion of the target population covered by all vaccines included in the national programme.

Health 2020 core indicators
(5) 1.2.a. Percentage of children vaccinated against measles (1 dose by second birthday), polio (3 doses by first 
birthday) and rubella (1 dose by second birthday)

(8) 3.1.a. Infant mortality per 1000 live births, disaggregated by sex
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Monitoring progress
The WHO Regional Office for Europe is developing a joint monitoring framework for the SDG, Health 2020 and 
noncommunicable diseases indicators1 to facilitate reporting in Member States and to provide a consistent and 
timely way to measure progress. Failure to sustain polio-free status will compromise achieving all Health 2020 
targets (17). The following, as proposed in the global indicators framework of the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council (ECOSOC), will support monitoring progress in sustaining polio-free status (18). In addition, 
disease-specific reporting by Member State to WHO2 will support tracking of progress toward polio-specific 
targets outlined in the European Vaccine Action Plan (7).

1  EUR/RC67/Inf.Doc./1: joint monitoring framework: proposal for reducing the reporting burden on Member States.
2  WHO centralized information system for infectious diseases and WHO/UNICEF Joint reporting form.
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WHO support to its Member States
The WHO Regional Office for Europe supports Member States by coordinating and monitoring surveillance 
and immunization activities, providing guidance and helping to ensure political commitment towards sustaining 
polio-free status. National preparedness is key to ensure that any importation of poliovirus does not lead to an 
outbreak with ongoing transmission in the Region. Polio outbreak simulation exercises have helped Member 
States to critically review and update their national action plans for responding to detection of imported wild 
polioviruses or vaccine-derived polioviruses (19,20). In line with the move towards global certification of polio 
eradication, the European Region has adopted an approach to evaluate countries based on risk-assessment 
and evidence of risk mitigation. The WHO Regional Office for Europe also works closely with all Member States 
to achieve poliovirus containment in line with GAPIII (9).

Partners
WHO collaborates with the following partners to sustain polio-free status:

•	Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, United States

•	Canadian International Development Agency

•	Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, United States (CDC)

•	European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control

•	GAVI Alliance

•	Lions Clubs International

•	Rotary International

•	UNICEF

•	United States Agency for International Development.

Resources
•	Global vaccine action plan
	 http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/78141/1/9789241504980_eng.pdf?ua=1

•	 Polio eradication and endgame strategic plan 2013–2018
	 http://polioeradication.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/PEESP_EN_A4.pdf

•	 EVAP 2015–2020
	 http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/255679/WHO_EVAP_United Kingdom_v30_WEBx.pdf?ua=1

Key definitions
•	Wild poliovirus. Infectious virus that invades the nervous system and can cause paralysis or death.

•	Circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus. Virus with significant genetic changes from the weakened virus originally contained in oral 
polio vaccine, for which there is evidence of person-to-person transmission in the community.

•	Global Polio Eradication Initiative. A public–private partnership led by national governments with a goal to eradicate polio 
worldwide, with five core partners: WHO, Rotary International, CDC, UNICEF and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.
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